
OTAGO CENTRAL
RAIL TRAIL

C A N  T O O  A D V E N T U R E  C H A L L E N G E  2 0 2 4

The gravel led Trai l  has a gent le
gradient of  1 :50 making i t  ideal  for
recreat ional  cycl ists .  

The Trai l  t raverses the region’s
isolated unique heart land and takes
people to places preserved by the
dry c l imate and dist inct  seasons,  not
easi ly  access ible by any other
means.

You' l l  s tay in homely and welcoming
accommodation and enjoy fantast ic
food and dr ink throughout the
journey.  

A RELAXING ADVENTURE

Unique Accommodation  •    Escape The Rush
Welcoming Hospital i ty   •   Ful ly  Supported

RELAX AND
UNWIND,  WINE
AND BE ACTIVE

New Zealand’s  f i rst  Rai l  Trai l  and
Original  Great Ride opened in 2000.
The Otago Central  Rai l  Trai l  i s  a
152-ki lometre,  recreat ional  t rai l  that
fol lows the former Otago Central
rai lway l ine between Clyde and
Middlemarch.



ARRIVE AND
DISCOVER
HISTORIC
CLYDE

On day one you' l l  arr ive at the
histor ic mining v i l lage of Clyde,  by
way of t ransfer  f rom Queenstown or
Queenstown airport .  
Accommodation tonight is  the
beaut ifu l ly  presented Dunstan
House.

SINCE 1863

DUNSTAN

HOUSE HAS

HOSTED

EXPLORERS

This  grand histor ic Dunstan House
bui ld ing in the gold mining days was
known as “Dunstan Hotel” ,  or  s imply ,
“The Dunstan”.  This  bui ld ing dates
from 1898,  but the cel lar  beneath
was bui l t  for  the or iginal  wooden
hotel  in  1863,  and before that ,  a
canvas tent served as the hotel  of
choice from when miners f i rst  came
into the area seeking gold.
The bui ld ing which has a grade 2
l ist ing with the Histor ic P laces Trust ,
has been maintained in i ts  or iginal
form, with the sympathet ic addit ion
of modern conveniences.

Rooms are elegant ly  and indiv idual ly
decorated whi le retain ing that last-
century sty le.  Dunstan House is  a
bout ique hotel  in  the township of
Clyde,  offer ing authent ic guest
rooms for  that touch of h istory but
with modern conveniences.



TODAY THE
RIDE BEGINS!

Today you wi l l  col lect your bike and
complete the f i rst  leg of the r ide
when you arr ive in Omakau.

The f i rst  two days of r id ing is ,  on
average,  a c l imb. However ,  the
incl ine is  never more than one metre
gained for  every f i f ty  metres
travel led forward.  So i t ' s  very
achievable,  especial ly  with the
ass istance of your included ebike.  

CLYDE TO

OMAKAU -  37KM

WINERIES AND A

STEADY INCLINE

Chatto Creek Tavern is  a fantast ic
place to break for  lunch,  and marks
the halfway point  for  today 's  r ide.  
You' l l  f ind great food,  welcoming
staff  and the opt ion of s i t t ing
outs ide in the garden courtyard or
ins ide the character-f i l led tavern.

Tonight you ' l l  s tay at the art  deco
Black 's  Hotel  in  Ophir .  

You' l l  have some t ime to explore
Omakau and Ophir  or  just  unwind in
the Black 's  Hotel  garden courtyard.  

You might choose to stop in
Alexandra for  a morning coffee or
to v is i t  one of the local  winer ies
that are r ight on the t rai l .  



OMAKAU TO

WEDDERBURN 

42KM

You' l l  h i t  the highest  e levat ion of
the whole r ide today,  which does
mean there is  a bit  of  steady
cl imbing,  but i t  a lso means that the
rest  of  the r ide is  a downhi l l  run.  

In  Wedderburn,  you ' l l  s tay in pr ivate
cabins which have a fantast ic v iew.
The cabins are r ight on the t rai l ,  so
i t  couldn ' t  be easier .  

Dinner tonight is  at  the Wedderburn
Tavern,  with l ive music,  i f  you ' re
lucky!

DAY TWO AND
THE CLIMB
CONTINUES

After  an included Cont inental
breakfast  at  B lack 's  Hotel ,  you ' l l
head back to the Rai l  Trai l  for  the
journey on to Wedderburn.  

Consider a stop at the Stat ionside
Cafe in Lauder for  a great coffee
and raspberry brownie.   



IT'S ALL
DOWNHILL
FROM HERE!

Today you' l l  have the chance to t ry
cur l ing.  

Did you know that al l  stones used in
cur l ing wor ldwide are made by Kay 's
Cur l ing Workshop in Ayrshi re,
Scot land? And the granite used
comes from only  two quarr ies.  

WEDDERBURN

TO WAIPIATA

22KM

TRY CURLING!

After  today 's  shorter  r ide,  you ' l l
arr ive at Waipiata and l ikely  f ind
yourself  in  the Waipiata Country
Hotel  for  refreshment and to warm
up by their  open f i re ,  i f  i t ' s  cold.

A beef and blue cheese pie is  h ighly
recommended for  dinner ,  but make
sure to br ing your appet i te,  they ' re
big!

I t ' s  a short  r ide on local  roads to
Peter 's  Farm and tonight 's
accommodation.  Here you can
unwind with beaut ifu l  v iews of
mountain ranges,  or  feed the
fr iendly sheep!



SAY GOODBYE
TO PETER'S
FARM LODGE

The f inal  day of your r ide is  the
longest.  However ,  the distance t icks
over easi ly  with wide open areas
and a gent le downhi l l  t rend. 

You may wish to take a packed
lunch today,  as there are no opt ions
to purchase food unt i l  Middlemarch.
This  can be pre-ordered through the
Waipiata Country Hotel .  

WAIPIATA TO

MIDDLEMARCH

53KM

On your arr ival  in  Middlemarch,
after  your celebratory complet ion
photo,  head on to the bike depot
where you can leave your bike and
have a shower before the shutt le
back to Clyde.  

You might want to have lunch in
Middlemarch at the pub or  cafe
before the shutt le leaves at 1pm.

The shutt le stops in Clyde,  but can
also go on to Queenstown to drop
you at your hotel .



OPTIONAL
ADDITION

L A K E  D U N S T A N  T R A I L

Should you choose to include the
Lake Dunstan Trai l ,  you wi l l  be
rewarded with the most scenic day
of the t r ip and some unique trai ls
and boardwalks.  

At  the 20km mark,  you ' l l  f ind Coffee
Afloat.  A cafe onboard two smal l
boats where you can get award-
winning burgers ,  refreshments and
coffee.  A highly  recommended
pause in today 's  proceedings.

This  addit ion wi l l  be at the start  of
your t r ip ,  so arr iv ing in NZ on 16
March is  necessary.  

ADD THE LAKE DUNSTAN TRAIL

Incredibly  Scenic  •    Wel l  Supported
Intermediate Grade   •     Worth The Effort

FOLLOW THE
SHORE OF
LAKE DUNSTAN

The Lake Dunstan Trai l  i s  a l i t t le
more technical  than the rest  of  the
Otago Central  Rai l  Trai l ,  th is  is  why
it  is  offered as an opt ional  extra.  

There are some switchbacks and
narrow sect ions,  but with a bit  of
r id ing abi l i ty  and the ass istance of
an ebike,  i t  i s  achievable for  al l
r iders.   



PRICING AND
INCLUSIONS

Travel  dates
17  March to 21  March 2024

Maximum numbers
20

Grade
Int roductory to Moderate

Price
Deposit  $300
Per person twin- share $1 ,230
Single supplement $420

Fundraising
$1500pp

$385pp single

$270pp twin-share

LAKE DUNSTAN TRAIL 
ADDITIONAL OPTION

16 MARCH 2024

Includes one addit ional  night

accommodation at Dunstan House,

day of bike hire,  and transfers from

Queenstown and to Cromwell

Heritage Precinct.

Four n ights accommodation -  17
to 21  March 2024
eBike hi re
Cur l ing exper ience
Dai ly  luggage transfer
Transfers at  the start  and end of
the r ide

Internat ional  f l ights
Meals ,  unless otherwise stated
Travel  insurance,  which is
required

Inclusions

Not included


